
Proposal for Compliance Interconnect Method of 
Determining SAS Driver Compliance 
 
 
 
 

Summary:  It is proposed to extend Figure 30, “Dr, Dt, Cr or Ct 
Compliance Point Connector”, to incorporate the Compliance 
Interconnect concept described in XAUI (ref: IEEE P802.3ae Draft 5.0, 
Clause 47, sec. 47.4.1).  This approach enables the use of driver 
equalization/emphasis and minimizes measurement issues associated with 
near-end electrical measurements. 

 
 
 
Figure 30 and associated text in the SAS rev 00b spec is shown below: 
 

 
 
This proposal would add specific definition to the above transmission lines.  The driver 
being characterized would then have to meet the far-end specs through this Compliance 
Interconnect.  (As stated in 47.3.3.5 of the IEEE 802.3ae draft specification, “The driver 



shall satisfy either the near-end eye template and jitter requirements, or the far-end eye 
template and jitter requirements.”) 
 
This Compliance Interconnect is described in a following section of the 802.3ae draft: 
 

 
 
This specification was developed to represent a reasonably worst case 20 inch PCB trace.  
Since the XAUI application and speed (3.125 Gb/s) is so close to the 3 Gb/s SAS 
application, I would recommend adopting this spec as is. 
 
 


